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STATE LIQUOR CONTROL SYSTEM 
HISTORY PUBLISHED BY UM PRESS
MISSOULA--
The first volume of a projected series entitled ’’Publications In Business and Economic 
History" has been published by the University of Montana Press.
The book, "Politicians in Business: A History of the Liquor Control System in Montana," 
is written by Larry D. Quinn, who received his doctorate in history at the University of 
Montana in 1970.
The series is primarily concerned with topics in the history of the Northwest. Not a 
commercial venture, the series is financed from a revolving fund provided by the Hill Family 
Foundation and the University of Montana Foundation.
The present volume is available in paperback ($4.95) and in library bound ($7.50),
'Politicians in Business" is the first published, full-length study of any state’s 
liquor control system, according to Dr. Robert L. Peterson, a UM history professor.
In most states the sale of liquor is a function of private business. In Montana the 
state purchases large quantities of all liquor sold legally and resells it at retail prices 
to the individual consumer and to owners of bars and lounges.
"Dr. Quinn analyzes the motives of legislatures in creating and maintaining this system: 
to control the consumption of alcohol and to raise needed revenue," Dr. Peterson said.
Dr. Quinn traces a recurrent pattern of corruption and reform in the affairs of the 
liquor control system, emphasizing the colorful personalities influencing this aspect of 
Montana's history.
Currently chairman of the Department of History at Lewis-Clark College, Lewiston, Idaho, 
Dr. Quinn has a wide interest in Montana "nativism," an attitude or policy of favoring native 
■inhabitants of the state as against immigrants.
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